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Peer Teaching II
Social Model: 
Mnemonic Devices
Student Population: 
Upper Elementary School Grades 4-6
Topic of Lesson: 
Spanish speaking countries 
Objective Statement:

· Students will obtain knowledge of Spanish speaking countries
· Students will be able to name Spanish speaking countries, their geographic location and capitals
· Students will learn to sing “Rock de las capitals”
· Students recognize the names of at least 20 Spanish-speaking countries. 

· Students state the number of Spanish-speaking countries in the world. 

· Students understand oral descriptions in Spanish of the flags of Spanish-speaking countries. 

· Students state and point out on a world map the location and capital cities of Spanish-speaking countries in North America, Central America, and South America. 

The students will gain an awareness of the geography of SouthAmerica.

Classroom Activities:

Aids to memory such as acronyms, rhymes, linking information by creating visual

images or making up a story, are called mnemonics.

Mnemonic Devices addressed:

Song

Acronyms

Mental Pictures

Stories

Nursery Rhymes
Flags

PowerPoint Presentation
Central American countries from North to South 
Grandma (Guatemala) 
Ethel (El Salvador)
Has (Honduras)
No (Nicaragua)
Cold (Costa Rica)
Pickles (Panama)
SOUTH AMERICAN COUNTRIES NORTH TO SOUTH LOOPING AROUND THE CAPE

Begin class by mentioning that the principal has informed me that we are getting an exchange student. Make up an elaborate story that his name is Victor and that he will be arriving in a few days.  However he speaks almost no English so it will be up to us to help him adjust.  Encourage and answer any questions about him (age, appearance, interests, family he'll live with, etc.). Make up all kinds of answers to hold the students' interest.  Once they're hooked on the mysterious Victor , tell them that the principal has asked the student to help Victor with a very specific problem:  he has food allergies...rather strange ones.  
Explain that he is allergic to peanut butter, cheese and uncooked potatoes.  IF he eats any of these items he will go into anaphylactic (sp?) shock, etc.  So, they are going to have to remember exactly what his allergies are.  Write peanut butter, cheese and uncooked potatoes on the board and then add Victor can't eat to the top:  


  Victor

                          Can't

                          Eat

                          Peanut

                          Butter

                          Cheese

                          And

                          Uncooked

                          Potatoes

Have the students repeat it several times and then say...oh, we'll never remember that.  Ask the students to look at the first letter of each word to see if it spells out anything...it doesn't.  The map of South America is to the right of the list of words AND, wow, what a coincidence, the first letter of each word JUST HAPPEN to represent the first letter of the SPANISH-speaking countries of South America, from north to south, looping around the cape.  

        Victor 

= 
Venezuela

        Can't   

=  
Colombia

        Eat      

=         Ecuador

        Peanut 

=         Perú

        Butter     

=         Bolivia
        Cheese   

=         Chile

        And        

=         Argentina

        Uncooked
=         Uruguay

        Potatoes        =               Paraguay

NURSERY RHYME (to the tune of Itsy Bitsy Spider)

Here are the countries of Central America

Start up north in Belize

Go down to Guatemala

Then to tiny El Salvador

Honduras, Nicaragua

Off to Costa Rica

And end up in El Panama!

